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Mr.  Mayor,  Alderman  and  Councillors, 


I beg  bo  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  1954. 

The  Vital  Statistics  show  a reduced  number  of  births,  a slight  decrease 
in  deaths,  with  increases  in  still-births  and  infant  deaths.  No  great 
significance  can  be  attached  to  those  fluctuations,  since  only  small  numbers 
are  involved. 

I am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  at  the  present  time  the  water 
supplied  to  the  Borough  need  no  longer  be  boiled  before  drinking.  The  Council 
can  take  no  credit  for  this  happy  state  of  affairs  having  been  achieved.  One 
might  even  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  but  for  the  changing  attitude  of  the  Council 
to  its  water  problems,  it  might  have  been  possible  to  report  this  situation 
sometime  previously.  Whatever  one’s  personal  views  on  the  outcome  of  the 
negotiations  with  the  Bodmin  Water  Company  may  be,  ib  is  certain  that  the 
Council  can  no  longer  be  considered  an  Authority  in  relation  to  its  water  supply 
having  irrotiievably  lost  the  opportunity  to  bo  so.  We  must  be  grateful 
to  the  new  Company  for  making  the  supply  safe  so  promptly,  and  offer  them  all 
assistance  in  making  the  supply  a good  one  in  the  future. 

The  Council,  having  disposed  of  one  major  problem,  are  now  left  with  the 
considerable  task  of  replacing,  in  one  way  or  another,  the  very  old  and 
dilapidated  property  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  much  of  which  is  still  used  as 
living  accommodation.  The  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  considers 
the  time  opportune  for  a wholesale  attack  on  this  type  of  property,  and 
thcorcticallythere  is  no  doubt  that  such  an  effort  is  long  overdue.  It  seems, 
however,  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has  other  ideas,  and  it  may  be 
that  the  progressively  rising  obstacle  of  cost  may  eliminate  small  authorities 
such  as  this  from  the  competition  for  providing  adequate  living  facilities 
for  its  residents.  Whether  this  major  task  will  ultimately  fall  into  other 
hands  also,  will,  I suppose,  depend  upon  the  success  or  failure  of  Authorities 
with  the  new  legislation.  In  the  meantime  the  pursuance  of  an  initial  project 
such  as  the  clearance  and  ro-development  of  Downing  Street  and  Square  would  be 
an  indication  of  what  the  Council  is  capable  of  achieving. 

Changes  in  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  occurred  during  the 
year,  I should  like  to  express  gratitude  to  my  new  colleagues,  Mr.  Lawless 
and  Mr,  Blake  for  their  reedy  co-operation.  My  thanks  are  due  to  Mr,  Lawless 
for  Sections  of  the  Report,  his  observations  under  ’’Housing1'  being  reproduced 

in  full. 


I remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


JOHN  REED 
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1.  STATISTICS, 


General  Statistics. 


Area  in  Acres 

3,311 

Estimated  mid-year  population 

6,420 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

1,644 

Rateable  VaLue 

£35,006 

Product  of  Penny  Rate 

£130 

Comparability  Factors 

( a)  Births 

1.16 

(b)  Deaths 

0.73 

Vital  Statistics. 

Live  Girths. 


Number  of  Registered  Live  Births  1954. 


Male 

Female 

Total. 

Legitimate 

42 

30 

72 

Illegitimate 

2 

6 

0 

44 

36 

30 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  = 12.4 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  England  <1  Wales  15.2 
Comparable  Birth  Rate  = 14.34 


Stillbirths . 


Six  still-births  were  registered,  three  of  either  six. 


Infant  Deaths. 


Four  deaths  occurred  within  the  first  year  of  life,  two  in 
each  sex,  one  male  death  taking  place  within  the  fiist  month. 


Deaths. 


Number  of  Registered  Deaths,  1954. 


Male . Female . Total. 

92  113  205 


Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  31.9 

Comparable  Death  Rate  23.207. 


Deaths 


two 

excluding  St. Lawrence1 s Hospital. 


Male . Female.  Total. 

27  33  60 


Death  Rate 

per 

1,000  population 

11.4 

Death  Rate 

per 

1,000  population  England 

& Wales  11.3. 

Deaths  by  Diseases. 

'Tote 

ML. 

Ex. 

St.Lawrenoo1 s . 

Male. 

Female, 

Male. 

Female  * 

Hearb  Disease  56 

42 

13 

17 

Cerebro  Vascular 
Disease.  4 

7 

Other  Circulatory 
Diseases.  1 

10 

4 

4 

Respiratory  Diseases  4 
Excluding  Tuberculosis. 

17 

— 

— 

Cancer  9 

13 

4 

6 

Accident  4 

7 

— 

— 

Other  Causes  12 

17 

6 

6 

92 

113 

27 

33 

Deaths  by  Ages. 

Tot 

al 

Ex.  St. 

Lawrenne 1 s • 

Male . 

Female . 

Male. 

Female. 

0-1  month 

1 

1 

1 

1 month  - 1 year 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1-20 

- 

1 

— 

1 

21  - 40 

5 

— 

2 

- 

41  - 60 

13 

13 

6 

3 

61  - 70 

25 

20 

5 

6 

71  - 80 

33 

50 

8 

10 

81  - 90 

15 

25 

4 

10 

91  + 

1 

2 

- 

2 

94 

113 

27 

33 

THREE 


11 . G3IERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES, 

Hospital  and  l fct .orni ty  Ac c ommodati on . 

The  hospital  facilities  wore  unchanged  in  1954*  Maternity  accommodation 
was  available  in  Redruth,  Launceston  and  Lis heard.  Approximately  one  third 
of  the  births  notified  in  tile  Borough  took  place  in  hospital. 

Laboratory  Services. 

Analyses  of  water  and  food  stuffs  wore  made  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  in  Truro® 

County  Council  Services, 

Ambulance,  Service,  - The  service  for  conveyance  of  sick  persons  to  and 
from  hospital  was  the  same  as  for  1953  and  was  adequate. 

Maternal  and  Child  Welfare.  - The  infant  Welfare  Centre  continued 
to  be  held  twice  monthly,  with  an  average  attendance  of  23, 

Preventj.cn  of  Illness,  Caro  and  After-care-'  - Notified  cases  of 
tuberculosis  continued  to  be  visited,  and  contacts  supervised.  No  application 
for  grants  wore  received. 


VaPQL  ion  and^imundsp^tioii,  - The  combined  prophylactic  against 
diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  was  extensively  used. 

Home  Help _ bcrvice « - One  full  time  and  six  spare  time  helps  were  employed, 
rendering  assistance  to  thirty  two  cases,  thirteen  of  which  related  to  home 
confinement. 

Homo  Nursing  and  Health  Visiting  Scrviowp,  The  two  District  Nurse  Midwives 
were  as sited  by  a third  nurse,  with  Health  Visitor  qualifications,  now  living 

in  the  to\/n, 

111.  SANITAfiY  CIRCiMSTAHCES , 


Water  Supplies., 

Sampling  of  the  supply  continued  to  yield  the  usual  variable  results. 
Protracted  negotiations  with  the  Water  Company  continued  throughout  the  year. 
No  decision  was  reached  by  the  end  of  1954«  The  result  of  samples  were  as 

follows 


Date 


FOUR 


10.1,54  . 

29.1.54c 
22,3® 54® 
20,4. 54c 
24«4o 54® 
j • 6 e 54® 
2.7.54® 
23.7.54c 

13.9.54. 
7ol0.54c 

16.10.54. 
19 « 10  o 54” 

12.11.54. 


Number  of  Coli 

Bac  i 111  -per  100  ml. 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

25 

7 

•2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Number  of  Faecal 

Coli  per  100  ml. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

No  major  extensions  to  the  sewers  were  made  during  the  year.  Consideration 
was  given  to  the  overloading  and  poor  functioning  of  the  Scarletts  Well  disposal 
works.  Plans  are  to  bo  prepared  to  see  how  some  of  the  overloading  can  be 
diverted,  and  whax  steps  will  be  necessary  tr  modernise  the  existing  works • 

At  the  same  time,  plans  are  to  be  prepared  for  dealing  with  the  general  sewerage 
of  the  private  housing  estate  at  Westheath.  It  must  be  remembered  that  apart 
from  new  housing,  the  provision  of  modern  amenities  such  as  bathrooms,  internal 
sinks,  W.C.'s  etc.,  to  existing  houses  creates  an  ever  increasing  demand  for  sewage 
treatment  at  the  other  end  of  the  sewerage  system. 


Refuse  Disposal. 

Borough  refuse  continued  to  be  deposited  at  the  dump  at  Dragon  Pits  and 
gave  rise  to  no  nuisance. 

Rodent  Control. 


During  the  year  the  Connell's  Rodent  Operator  continued  to  treat  minor 
infestations  in  the  Borough.  The  Rodent  population  of  the  Borough  seems  to  have 
been  still  further  reduced  as  during  November  all  3ewers  were  baited  but  resulted 
in  "no  take". 


Sanitary 


uummary  of  Visits 


356 

53 


Housing  Inspections 
Visits  to  Food  Promises 


Slaughter  House  Visits 
Visits  to  other  Premises 


95 

33 


five 


Informal  notices  were  served  on  five  cases  with  satisfactory  results. 

No  statutory  notices  were  served, 

IV.  HOUSING, 

During  the  year  the  Council  completed  two  houses.  Six  were  completed 
by  private  enterprise.  A survey  of  the  housing  accommodation  was  commended 
to  obtain  a true  picture  of  the  housing  needs  of  the  Borough,  In  common 
with  other  ancient  towns  the  time  has  come  to  reshape  the  old  centres  of' 
housing,  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  present  day.  This  must  of  necessity  be  a 
drastic  step  as  it  is  not  possible  to  provide  gardens  or  air  space  around  the 
existing  buildings,  or  to  heighten  rooms  above  our  heads  or  to  build  new  walls 
on  crumbling  old  ones.  Dampness  itself  condemns,  darkness  harshly  restricts 
and  worn  out  facilities  for  cooking,  washing  and  heating  no  longer  satis  fy* 
Whilst  the  cost  of  repair  and  renovation  is  heavy  and  frequently  only  temporary, 
new  building  itself  is  expensive,  but  who  is  not  worthy  of  better  housing 
conditions  than  exist  in  some  of  the  older  parts  of  the  town, 

V.  FOOD  AND  DRUGS. 

Food, 

During  the  year  the  following  food  was  voluntarily  surrendered  for 

condemnation 

513  tins, 

36  lbs.  sausages. 

4lr  doz.  meat  pios. 

Ice  Cream. 

One  new  retailor  was  registered  for  the  sale  of  pre-packed  ice  cream 
making  18  premises  on  the  Register, 

16  ico  cream  samples  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  methylene  blue  tost; 
all  samples  proved  to  be  Grade  1 which  is  highly  satisfactory. 

Milk  and  Dairies. 


The  following  licences  were  operating  during  the  year;- 

Supplementary  Licences  authorising  designation 
"Tuberculin  Tested” , 2, 

Dealers  Licences  for  Pasteurised  Milk,  5. 


Dealers  Licences  for  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 


2 


The  five  premises  handling  designated  milk  in  the  Borough  were  visited 
and  found  to  be  kept  in  a satisfactory  manner. 

Slaughter  .of  Urinals* 

Two  private  slaughterhouses  wore  licensed  and  extra  duties  wore  required 
for  the  supervision  of  the  promises  and  the  inspection  of  meat. 


The  following  animals  were  slaughtered  during  the  year;- 


Cattle  72  Calvos  4 

Sheep  60  Pigs  68 


Of  the 
consumption 


meat  inspected  the'  following  ms  found  to  bo  unfit  for  human 
and  was  condemned.*- 


1 carcase  of  beef. 

-§•  carcase  of  mutton# 
1 bovine  liver. 


VI  factories. 

It  was  not  found  possible  to  inspect  the  36  premises  on  the  Council's 
register  during  the  year j no  complaints  were  received  during  the  period  about 
the  factories j 


Vll.  PREVALENCE  AMD  CONTROL  OF 

infectious" diseases . 


Notified  Infectious  Diseases  1954. 


Whooping  Cough  23 

Dysentery  3 

Scarlet  Fever  5 

Acute  Rheumatism  2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  2 

36 


Whooping  Cough  continued  to  be  most  frequently  notified.  There  were  no 
deaths  recorded. 

Tuberculosis 


Pulmonar:/" 


Non-Pulnonar y 


Total 


Male. 

Female 

Male . 

Female 

Notified  Cases  at 
31.12.53. 

17 

20 

4 

7 

48 

seven 


Male« 


Female,, 


Male.,  Female . Total, 


Total  b/fwd. 

New  Cases,  1954. 
Transfers  to  Borou;^i  1 
Total  Entries  13 

Deaths 

Discharges  & Removals  - 

Total  removed 

Total  Remaining  13 


2 

1 

23 

1 

2 

3 

20 


43 

2 

2 

4 7 52 

1 

12  5 

12  6 

3 5 46 


Only  two  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified.  Contacts  were 
X, Rayed  and  tuberculin  tested.  Twelve  were  given  B.C.G.  vaccination.  The 
Mass  radiography  unit  attended  for  the  examination  of  children  over  13  years  of 
age  in  March#  Two  hundred  and  eighty-five  children  were  X. Rayed.  Tuberculin 

testing  \tq s performed  on  school  children  in  their  14th  year,  and  30  were 
examined.  Negative  results  were  obtained  in  72  and  all  received  B.C.G. 
va.ccination  with  positive  results. 


